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Presenceof Jesuitsin theworld of sciencecanbetracedbackto thefirst pro-
fessorsof mathematicsof Jesuitcollegesin the middleof the XVI century, spe-
cially to Clavius andthechairof mathematicsin the Collegio Romano.We can
divide themotivationsfor thispresence,which I call paradigms,into two periods.
Thefirst up thesuppressionof theSocietyandthesecondfrom therestorationto
about1970.We arenow facedwith a new third paradigmif we wantto continue
this presencein the future. Thefirst paradigmof thepresenceJesuitsin science
wasconstitutedby the felt needof their participationin the developmentof the
new sciencein its epistemologicaljustification. Themostimportanceaspectsof
thescientificrevolution wasits introductionof themathematicallanguagein the
study of natureand its foundationin experimentalevidenceswith the abandon
of theacceptedmedieval Aristotelianphysics.Jesuitsprofessorsof mathematics,
joinedthecurrentsof modernscienceandjustifiedtheuseof mathematicalanal-
ysis by defendingthat it constituteda truescienceeven in the strict Aristotelian
sense.Chairsof mathematicsthatexistedin all theimportantJesuitcollegescov-
eredalsothe subjectsof astronomy, mechanics,opticsandotherphysical disci-
plinesaselectricityandmagnetismandtheir professorsassumedrapidly thenew
scientificideas.This movementabruptlycameto anendwith thesuppressionof
thesocietyin 1773.

The secondparadigmbegan with the restoredSocietyin 1814. Oneof the
mainaspectsof thepresenceof Jesuitsin sciencewas,besidesteachingin colleges
anduniversities,the establishmentof observatories. A large numberof Jesuits
participatedin this activity. The paradigmof this period wasbasedmainly on
theapologeticargumentagainsttheextendedmentalitythroughthe19th andfirst
half of the20th centurywhich openlydeclaredtheincompatibilityof scienceand
religion andattacked the Churchof obscurantismandof beingagainstscience.
Presenceof Jesuitsin science,mainly throughtheir own scientific institutions,
wasconsideredasaclearargumentagainsttheseaccusations.Theobservatoriesin
missioncountriesaddedtheargumentof scientificprestigein faceof nonChristian
societies.This type of Jesuitpresencein sciencemadecrisis about1970. The
abatementof theapologeticmentalityin theChurchandthedecayin thescience
versusreligion controversy, togetherwith theshift in theprioritiesof theSociety
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to the social justiceissuesafter the 32 GeneralCongregation,contributedto the
endof this paradigm.

If Jesuitpresencein scienceis to continuetoday, we are in needof a new
paradigm.This musttake into account,first of all, the influenceof scienceand
technologyin our society, the changesin the practiceof sciencetodayand the
needof anactive presenceof theChurchin theworld of science.This presence
mustcontributeto theinculturationanddialogueof theChurchwith thescientific
culture.It musttry to bridgethegapbetweenthescientificandChristiancommu-
nitiesandmake presenttheChristianvaluesto thescientificcommunityandthe
scientificresults,knowledgeandlanguageto theChristiancommunity. It would
needto haveatwo waysfunction,bothof themnecessary. Needof thispresenceis
urgentlyfelt, but waysof carryingit outarenotyetclear. Jesuitsby theirscientific
traditionarestill calledtodayto actively contribute to this presence.Own scien-
tific institutionsare,now, clearlyout of thequestionandpresencewould have to
beexercisedthroughpersonalwork of Jesuitsin scientificcenters.
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