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Presencef Jesuitan theworld of sciencecanbetracedbackto thefirst pro-
fessorsof mathematic®f Jesuitcollegesin the middle of the XVI century spe-
cially to Clavius andthe chair of mathematicsn the Collegio Romano.We can
divide the motivationsfor this presencewhich | call paradigmsinto two periods.
Thefirst up the suppressionf the Societyandthe secondrom therestorationo
about1970. We arenow facedwith a new third paradigmif we wantto continue
this presencen the future. Thefirst paradigmof the presencelesuitsn science
was constitutedby the felt needof their participationin the developmentof the
new sciencen its epistemologicajustification. The mostimportanceaspectof
the scientificrevolution wasits introductionof the mathematicalanguagen the
study of natureandits foundationin experimentalevidenceswith the abandon
of theacceptednedieval Aristotelianphysics. Jesuitgrofessor®f mathematics,
joinedthe currentsof modernscienceandjustified the useof mathematicahnal-
ysis by defendingthatit constituteda true scienceevenin the strict Aristotelian
senseChairsof mathematicshatexistedin all theimportantJesuitcollegescov-
eredalsothe subjectsof astronomymechanicsppticsandotherphysical disci-
plinesaselectricityandmagnetismandtheir professorassumedapidly the new
scientificideas. This movementabruptlycameto anendwith the suppressiomf
thesocietyin 1773.

The secondparadigmbegan with the restoredSocietyin 1814. One of the
mainaspect®f thepresencef Jesuitsn sciencevas,besidedeachingn colleges
and universities,the establishmenbf obsenatories. A large numberof Jesuits
participatedin this actwvity. The paradigmof this period was basedmainly on
the apologeticargumentagainstthe extendedmentalitythroughthe 19" andfirst
half of the 20" centurywhich openlydeclaredhe incompatibility of scienceand
religion and attacled the Churchof obscurantismand of beingagainstscience.
Presenceof Jesuitsin science mainly throughtheir own scientific institutions,
wasconsidere@sa clearargumentagainsttheseaccusationsTheobsenatoriesn
missioncountriesaddedheargumentof scientificprestigein faceof nonChristian
societies. This type of Jesuitpresencen sciencemadecrisis about1970. The
abatemenof the apologeticmentalityin the Churchandthe decayin the science
versusreligion controversy togethemwith the shift in the priorities of the Society
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to the socialjusticeissuesafter the 32 GeneralCongrejation, contritutedto the
endof this paradigm.

If Jesuitpresencen scienceis to continuetoday we arein needof a nev
paradigm. This musttake into accountfirst of all, the influenceof scienceand
technologyin our society the changesn the practiceof sciencetoday andthe
needof anactive presencef the Churchin the world of science.This presence
mustcontributeto theinculturationanddialogueof the Churchwith the scientific
culture.It musttry to bridgethe gapbetweerthe scientificandChristiancommu-
nities and make presenthe Christianvaluesto the scientificcommunityandthe
scientificresults,knowledgeandlanguageo the Christiancommunity It would
needo have atwo waysfunction,bothof themnecessaryNeedof thispresences
urgentlyfelt, but waysof carryingit outarenotyetclear Jesuitdy theirscientific
tradition arestill calledtodayto actively contritute to this presenceOwn scien-
tific institutionsare,now, clearly out of the questionandpresenceavould have to
be exercisedthroughpersonaivork of Jesuitan scientificcenters.



