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INHIGEO-meeting in Eichstätt, Germany 
(July 28th to August 5th, 2007)

first circular (call for papers)
Dear Colleagues,

The German delegation of INHIGEO is pleased to invite you to the INHIGEO-meeting 2007 in Eichstätt. The conference topic will be:
“The historical relationship of geology and religion”

For thousands of years, religious ideas have shaped thoughts and deeds of human beings, and therefore many early geological concepts were initially developed in this context. The meeting will offer a stage to openly discuss from a historical point of view this long-standing relationship, which in the past has been sometimes indifferent, sometimes fruitful, and sometimes full of conflict. 

Specific topics, which spring to mind, are, for example:

· religious interpretations of the nature of the Earth and its history

· the age of the earth in different religions, cultures and times

· the (Darwinian) theory of evolution and creation

· geological research with religious motivation (such as “natural theology”)

· life and work of geological authors with a religious/clerical background

· geological institutions (museums, collections) run by religious organisations, etc.

We are sure that you will think of many more aspects of this fascinating topic, and we also hope that you keep in mind that we are talking about Religion in general, not just Christianity.

There are two reasons why we think of Eichstätt as a most appropriate site for such a meeting. As is befitting for INHIGEO, one is geological and one historical. 

The region around Eichstätt and Solnhofen is one of the classical geological localities. In the quarries around these two localities the early bird Archaeopteryx was found – one of the key arguments in the debate about biological evolution.  And it is here where the most valuable lithographic limestone is quarried.  Lithographs have been used, since about 1800, for many geological and palaeontological illustrations. 

The small city of Eichstätt presents itself in baroque attire, having suffered badly during the Thirty-Years War. At that time, Eichstätt was capital of a small independent country with the local bishop as head of state. Until today Eichstätt remains a bishop’s town and harbours the main campus of the Catholic University Eichstätt-Ingolstadt. Apart from other collections and responsibilities, the Bishop’s Seminary traditionally houses a natural history collection, which originated in 1844. Throughout the 19th century and up until the 1960s, this collection was used by the church for scientific and educational purposes. Since 1976, part of the collection – with one original Archaeoteryx specimen, among many other stunningly beautiful fossils – is shown in the Jura-Museum Eichstätt. Here, the relationship between religion and geology is practiced daily. 

Scientific Sessions (Monday, July 30th, to Friday, August 3rd, 2007)
· Monday, July 30th, 2007; morning: opening reception in the hall of mirrors of the historical palace of Eichstätt; introduction to the fruitful historical relationship between geology and religion in Eichstätt; guided tour through the palace and the city. 

· Afternoon, July 30th, and second day, July 31st: presentation of scientific papers in the old Jesuits’ refectory of the Bishop’s Seminary in Eichstätt.

· Evening of July 30th: visit to and party in the Jura-Museum, which is situated in the castle of Eichstätt. We plan a special exhibition on the natural history collections of the Bishop’s Seminary.

· Wednesday, August 1st, 2007: fieldtrip to see the limestone quarries and a lithographic workshop.

· Thursday and Friday, August 2nd and 3rd, 2007: two more days of scientific papers

· Evening of Thursday, August 2nd, 2007: conference dinner
· The conference language will be English.

Additional Field-Trips

In addition to the scientific sessions and the one-day field-trip already mentioned, two additional field-trips will be organized: 

· pre-conference field-trip (2 days, July 28th and 29th, 2007) featuring the “Swabian Volcano”, karst features on the Swabian Alb, the famous Posidonia Shales of Holzmaden and a most amazing church

· post-conference field-trip (2 days, August 4th and 5th, 2007) featuring the impact craters Steinheim Basin and Ries-Kessel Nördlingen. As you know, until 1960, these structures were commonly regarded as volcanoes. We are going to show you both the volcano and the impact crater in the field.

Fees

The conference fee will be around 150 €, plus any optional features such as the conference dinner (about 30 €) or pre- and post-conference field-trips (around 120 € each). 

Publications

We intend to publish the proceedings of this conference.

Accommodation

Good and inexpensive accommodation in Eichstätt will be arranged. Participants will receive the booking form together with the second circular.

Accompanying Persons/Extended Stays
Located in the heart of Bavaria, Eichstätt is situated within the Altmühl Nature Park, one of the largest nature parks in Germany. Fine palaces, strong castles, elegant churches, convents and monasteries are testimonies to the long history and rich cultural heritage of this region, one of the most beautiful holiday areas in Bavaria. The idyllic landscape of the Altmühl valley seems to be made for bicyclists or hikers, and the lazy flowing Altmühl River is an ideal stream for paddling excursions.
Judging from this background, we are bound to organise an interesting and relaxing programme for accompanying family members. 
The Eichstätt Tourist Office or the Information Centre of the Altmühl Nature Park will be happy to inform you on any possibilities to extend your stay: http://www.naturpark-altmuehltal.de/
Travel

Eichstätt can be reached by train, e.g., within two hours from Munich’s central station. There is an airport shuttle between the Munich airport and Ingolstadt, from whence it is about 30 minutes by train to Eichstätt-Stadt. Direct shuttle connections from Eichstätt to Munich airport and vice versa can be organised upon request (at additional costs).

Insurance

The organizers cannot accept responsibility for accidents that might occur in connection with the symposium and field-trips. Delegates are encouraged to purchase travel insurance.

Deadlines

Please return the questionnaire to our first circular by the 1st of September 2006.

The second circular is scheduled for December, 2006.

The registration deadline is February 1st, 2007.

The abstracts must be sent in by April 1st, 2007.

Manuscripts must be submitted by September 1st, 2007.

Organisation Committee

Martina Kölbl-Ebert (Jura-Museum Eichstätt)

Martin Guntau (Rostock)

Bernhard Fritscher (Munich)

Gottfried Hofbauer (Erlangen)

Oskar Burghardt (Krefeld)

We are looking forward to seeing you in Eichstätt! 

Please circulate this announcement among interested colleagues.

If you are interested in this conference, please fill in the attached questionnaire and send it to the address below. You will receive a second circular with more detailed information and a booking form for accommodations in December 2006.

Organisation Committee

INHIGEO-meeting 2007

Jura-Museum Eichstätt

Willibaldsburg

D-85072 Eichstätt (Germany)

FAX +49-8421-89609

E-Mail: Koelbl-Ebert@jura-museum.de

Family Name ......................................................................   Title ................................................

First Name .....................................................................................................................................

Institution ......................................................................................................................................

Address .........................................................................................................................................

City, ZIP .......................................................................................................................................

Country .........................................................................................................................................

FAX ..............................................................................................................................................

E-Mail ...........................................................................................................................................

I will attend the meeting              

O  yes



O  probably

I intend to give 



O  an oral presentation
O  a poster

related to the conference topic(s) …………………………………………………………………

with the preliminary title: ...............................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

I am interested in the excursion(s):    
O pre-conference 

O post-conference

Suggestions/Remarks .....................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

..........................................




............................................................


date







signature

